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HAM RADIO FACTS

THE FIRST HAM was Guglielmo Marconi, the man who invented radio. He
never had a license, but always considered himself a Ham at heart.

WHAT DOES HAM STAND FOR? Nothing. Hams are formally known as
AMATEUR RADIO OPERATORS, “amateurs”because they use their radios
for fun, not for money. The word “ham” is about as old as the hobby itself and
its origins are uncertain. But it's a title all amateurs wear with pride.

HAM RADIO LICENSES aie issued in the U.S. by the Federal Communications
Commission, a government agency (in Canada, it's the Department of
Communication). You need a license to get on the air. The easiest classes
of licenses to get are the Novice Class and the Technician Class. The licenses
are good for ten years, and the Novice license is free. These licenses give a
new Ham a taste of what Amateur Radio has to offer. Other classes of license
provide bigger bites. Getting a license means studying about how radios work
and some licenses require passing tests on Morse Code. Many Ham Radio
clubs sponsor training courses and test sessions.

HOW MANY HAMS ARE THERE? Around the world, there are more than two
million Ham Radio operators. There are about 500,000 Hams in the United

States.

HOW FAR CAN HAMS TALK? Hams can talk with other Ham operators all
over the world. There have even been a few Ham astronauts who have
operated from space! They talked to other Hams back on Earth!

WHAT DO HAMS TALK ABOUT? Just about anything. Most Hams exchange
information about their hometowns, the kind of radio equipment they’re using,
how old they are and whether they go to school or work at full-time jobs. Many
Hams find they have things in common, and there’s really no limit to what they'll

talk about then.

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST? While it's possible to spend thousands of
dollars on radio equipment, many Hams get on the air and have a great time
with used equipment that's often-sold for $150 or less.
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A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
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Morse code is used by many Hams. It's Ham Radio's “secret”
language. The Morse Code is easy to learn. The best way to learn itis by
the way it sounds. For example, think of the letter A as the sound “di-dah,”

made when you say “dit" and “dah” together quickly.

Computer games and audio cassettes are available to help you learn
Morse Code, but if you want to start by teaching yourself some letters--
maybe your own name--here'’s the whole Morse Code. Now you're in on

the secret!
di-dah
dah-di-di-dit
dah-di-dah-dit
dah-di-dit
dit
di-di-dah-dit
dah-dah-dit
di-di-di-dit
di-dit
di-dah-dah-dah
dah-di-dah
di-dah-di-dit
dah-dah

di-dah-dah-dah-dah
di-di-dah-dah-dah
di-di-di-dah-dah
di-di-di-di-dah
di-di-di-di-dit

Period (.) di-dah-di-dah-di-dah
Question Mark (?) di-di-dah-dah-di-dit
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dah-dit
dah-dah-dah
di-dah-dah-dit
dah-dah-di-dah
di-dah-dit
di-di-dit

dah

di-di-dah
di-di-di-dah
di-dah-dah
dah-di-di-dah
dah-di-dah-dah
dah-dah-di-dit

dah-di-di-di-dit
dah-dah-di-di-dit
dah-dah-dah-di-dit
dah-dah-dah-dah-dit
dah-dah-dah-dah-dah
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